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FOREWORD 


Nepal is a culturally diversified country. Though small, this Himalayan country is abode by many tribes 
since ancient time and culture has flourished in its own way which can be seen in the every day life of the 
people, Kiranti, Sherpa, Tharu, Brahmin, Chhetri and Newar tribes have thus played a great role to build up 
their identity in the Nepalese cultural atmosphere, in this connection tribal language has gradually developed 
and existed here since the time immemorial. 

Nepal's cultural diversity is a rich heritage for the country which should be preserved, maintained and 
facilitated to its further development. In this regard Newars of the valley have played a significant rote to 
preserve their ethnic language and culture. It is noteworthy to mention that many foreign scientists are aiso 
influenced with the Newar language which can be exemplefied by the work of famous botanist Buchanan 
Hamilton and wallich in early 19th century. They were the first botanist who collected many plants from Nepal 
especially around Kathmandu valley and Gosaikunda. They have discovered new plants from those localities, 
and latinized names after Newar and Nepali languages. In this case Swayambhu forest has played a historic 
role because of the plants like busuan (Anaphalis busua), Saysiswan (Ilex saysia), Lushi swan (Ternstraemta 
lush) ),Mutla (Viburnum mullaha), chtlaune swan (Gordonia chtlaune),and many others from Swayambhu were 
named after their Newar names in iatin version. Boshi swan (Betula boshi), Batis swan (Lilium batisua), Nachu 
swan (Lindera nacusua), Lucumbuli swan (Esholtzia lucumbuli), tmobu swan (Nepeta imobu), Toshi (Toshi 
polypetala), sumboshi swan (Cydonia sumboshia), Shikola swan (Eriobotrya dubia), Chuswan (Ponerorchis 
chusua ), sussodi swan (Sussodia oppositifolia), Lukufi swan (Luculia gratissima),Thotne (Cocoioba totnea), 
chusimbu swan (Cacaiia cusumbua) were named in the Iatin words. 

I feel happy that Mr. Jyapu Pancha has done an appreciable work by publishing a Newar names of 
some fruits and seeds of Nepal. The plant names mentioned in this book will be helpful for ail the concerned. 
I think Mr, Jyapu wants to share his knowledge with others, so the information mentioned in this book is thought 
to be useful. In this book, he is more concerned with the fruits and seeds that are practiced in day to day life. We 
have plants having different values like foods and fodders, similarly for greenery and environment too. 
Numbers of flowers, seeds, cereals, leaves, fruits are used in various religious rites and without them such 
religious practices can not be completed and hence many Newar names are used which shows the richness of 
vocabularies in Newar language too. 

Local names of plants can play a very practical role in the conservation of plant progeny. It is also 
noticeable that a single plant may possesses different names as the plants parts differ. It means that each parts 
of a plant is used in different ways in medicinal and other practices and hence a plant may be known differently 
with several names even in a small area of its distribution, It hepts to bring close affection of plants in the society 
and encourages the people to conserve the genetically important species. Several cereals, pulses, condiments 
and spices,fruits, vegetables named locally means they have more significance in the daily life of the people. 

Now it is realised that more names of Nepalese plants should come out in the form of publication from 
different sectors.Even exotic plants like Gerviiiea robusta which is known as silky oak, CaJlistemon lanceolatus 
as bottlebrush and Araucaria bidwillii as monkey puzzle tree have their Nepali names such as kangio Phul, 
Kalki and Kade or Thingre Saila respectively making them popular in the garden and city greeneries, Local 
names could play significant role to make them more popular in all sectors of our daily life specialy for farmers, 
city dwellers and foresters, 

I would like to thank Mr. Jyapu Pancha, who gave me an opportunity to go through this manuscript and 
help me to enrich my knowledge in Newar plant Names. I hope he will continue his effort in the year to come 
giving more contributions in this field. I equally trust that this small book will be quite helpful to peoples of many 
sectors like naturalist, farmers, students, botanist etc. 

Thank you very much. 

Natural History Museum 
Tribhuvan University 
Swayambhu, Kathmandu 
Nepal 
Tel:271899 


Dr, Keshab Shrestha 

Associate Professor of Botany 
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English Names for some fruits & seeds 
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